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Vot

nce only summer cabins—

Wildwood

Two new realty develop-
mts  with the Wildwood
me are opening a new
apter ‘in the history of
Idwood Lakes whichbegan
ire than four decades ago,
ildwood Estates is the
ne given by Watt Realty
alph Watt and Jim Watt)
their area, Mock & Scott,
« (Larry Mock and Aaron
)tt) are the developers of
Idwood lLakes Extension,
Vildwood Lakes—at one
le a suburban resort—
| its start in 1923 when
late W, C, Glover Sr., a
nufacturer of laundry and
I cleaning equipment, and
late E, E, Norquist of
tler Manufacturing co,
ight 167 acres south of
h and east of Raytown rd.
Buying out Norquist in
t6, Glover built a chain of
2_lakes, which he named
3r his sisters and rela-
28, and developed 30 acres
;he heavily wooded l1and in-
the Wildwood Lakes re-
‘L.
\ rustic clubhouse of na-
2 lumber was built over-
king the 15-acre swim-
1g lake. Picnic grounds,
nis courts, a baseball dia~
nd, and a shuffleboard
Irt were other attractions,
2 area was so popular
t during . the summer,
ndry trucks spent the
dle day stationed near the
es to pick up and deliver
lels,
dre, Merle Glover, widow
V. C. Glover, remembers
lecially the Fourth of July
ebrations when people
veled miles and waited in
g lines to swim, There
re wrestling shows, high
ing  exhibitions, and
trin McElroy and his Mis~
ri Ramblers, (The late
» McElroy later became a
or leader and county pub-
administrator,
n 1929 three summer cab-
were built around the
es by some Butler offi-
Is. Then, in 1932, year-
nd homes were started, A
thomes have been built
h year since,
fIn 1950 a homeowners
lociation was forme?,”
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WILDWOOD
Mrs, Glover said, ‘‘and it

has been one of the most
successful in and around

acre fishing lake, which I
lease to the association,
They hold fishing derbies for
the | youngsters, and water
shows,”’ .

In 1944 the park, lake,

‘and clubhouse were sold to

B & I Concessions, which
ran it as a swimming and pic-
nic area, Stan Kenton and
other big-name bandsenter-
tained the crowds.

Real estate was only a
sideline for Mr, Glover and
after his death in 1954 Mrs,
Glover continued to sell lots
and develop three sectionsof
the area, :

In the mid-1950s the rec~ |
reation area began to de- |
teriorate, In March, 1966,
the old clubhouse figured |
in a tragedy when a teenage
boy was killed while playing
on the roof. Then, in July,
the clubhouse burned,

Appropriately for an area
which has figured in Ray- |
town’s progress from a
semi~-rural outpost to a
thriving suburb, all four de-
velopers. share a boast,

‘““Planned and developed by
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LAKES when it was a rural resort,

native Raytowners,”’ say Jim

_ and Ralph Watt, Larry Mock,
.and Aaron Scott,
Raytown, I still own the 30- .

‘Both companies are build-_
ing large and well~styled
residences, aimingto attract
buyers who seek modern
convenience along  with

- 8cenic serenity,

A Watts home at 6828 En-
glewood is part of the Parade
of Homes this week, as is a
Mock & Scott home at 6800
Willow, HE

Yellow and orange signs
identify them and 96 other
exhibition houses in Greater
Kansas City,
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